Commissioner Kristalina Georgieva

European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response
Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid

European Commission

BE-1049 Brussels

Belgium

28 June 2010
Dear Commissioner Georgieva,

We welcomed your dedication to aid transparency, expressed during your Parliamentary hearing on
3 February 2010, and your desire to strengthen mechanisms for tracking aid expenditure. We now
ask you to use your vital leadership role in Europe to deliver on the intentions and promise of the aid
transparency commitments that were made in Accra in 2008 and at the launch of the International
Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI).

This Initiative is at an historic moment. The scope of a new standard on aid transparency is being
agreed at the next IATI Steering Committee on 7 July 2010. We are calling on you for support to
ensure this meeting overcomes the bureaucratic obstacles to aid data and documents being made
transparent in both donor and partner countries.

At the High Level Forum in Accra a commitment was made that "We will make aid more
transparent”. This included the agreements to provide more information about current and future
aid flows and to publish details of all conditions. The leaders of multi-lateral institutions will be held
accountable for its success or failure to meet these commitments at the next High Level Forum in
Seoul in 2011.

To ensure this commitment can be honoured, we need your representative on the Steering
Committee to support an aid transparency standard that ensures the provision of:

» up-to-date information on current aid flows to support improved management of these
resources;

» information on future aid flows, to assist donors, NGOs and particularly recipients in
planning and budgeting;

» the publication of aid information using common definitions and formats that are
compatible with partner countries’ budgets and systems.

The vast majority of the information is already in donor information management systems.
However, we appreciate that some updating may be needed, requiring limited, one-off resources to
make any adjustments. We are concerned that some representatives appear reluctant to move
beyond the current publishing processes and deliver on existing commitments. This will severely
limit the value of this work, particularly for the very countries and people the aid is meant to assist.

With 18 signatories to date from both bi- and multi-lateral organisations, IATI provides its members
with the answer to meeting key aid effectiveness commitments in a coherent way. We welcome the
progress made so far on developing the IATI Standard. Political leadership is now needed to finalise
an effective Standard and agree the roll-out over all three phases.

Please show your support to IATI and the aid effectiveness commitments on 7 July by moving
forward with a Standard that will really deliver aid transparency.



Yours sincerely,

IATI Steering Committee Members:

Better Aid, Reality of Aid and the Open Forum on CSO Development Effectiveness — Gerry Barr,
President of Canadian Council for International Cooperation and member of the IATI Steering
Committee

International Budget Partnership — Warren Krafchik, Director and member of the IATI Steering
Committee

Publish What You Fund — Karin Christiansen, Director and member of the IATI Steering Committee
Transparency International — Christiaan Poortman, Director of Global Programmes and member of
the IATI Steering Committee and signatory of the International Non-Governmental Organisations
Accountability Charter

Supporting Organisations:

Access Info —Helen Darbishire, Executive Director

Article 19 — Agnes Callamard, Executive Director and member of the Global Transparency Initiative
CAFOD — Neil Thorns, Head of Advocacy

Center for Human Rights and Environment — Juan Martin Carballo, Global Governance Coordinator
and member of the Global Transparency Initiative

Center for Law and Democracy — Toby Mendel, Executive Director

Centre National de Cooperation au Developpement — 11.11.11 — Arnaud Zacharie, General
Secretary

Eurodad — Nuria Molina, Director

Fundar — Miguel Pulido, Executive Director and member of the Global Transparency Initiative
Institute for Democracy in Africa — Richard Calland, Programme Director and member of the Global
Transparency Initiative

ONE —Eloise Todd, Brussels Director

OpenAid — Claudia Schwegmann, Director

Open Knowledge Foundation — Rufus Pollock, Director

Tiri — Fredrick Galtung, Chief Executive Officer

WaterAid — Kate Norgove, Head of Campaigns

World Vision International — Beris Gwynne, Director of Global Accountability and signatory of the
International Non-Governmental Organisations Accountability Charter
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