Dear CSO Colleagues,
A process for selecting 30 CSO participants for an international conference on aid transparency, sponsored by the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI).  Please send the required information noted below to btomlinson@ccic.ca before September 2cd, 2009:
We are writing to you to inform and seek your possible participation in an important conference on “Aid Transparency: Building Effective and Accountable Aid”, to be held in the Hague, Tuesday, October 20th and Wednesday, October 21st.  This Conference, which is by invitation only, will be an important moment for the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI). 
IATI Background:          

The IATI was launched at the Accra High Level Forum, and is coordinated by DFID.  IATI brings together donors, partner countries and CSOs to discuss a set of common information standards that would be applicable to all donor aid flows.  
Building on the Accra Agenda for Action’s commitments on improved transparency, IATI expects to reach agreement on a four-part set of standards, namely 1) what should be published; 2) common definitions of information to be shared; 3) common data format (to allow comparability between donors) and 4) a code of conduct.  The Code of Conduct will set out how donors will publish the information, how frequently, and how they will be held accountable for compliance.  Currently 17 official donors have signed up to the IATI and there has been growing interest among partner countries.  Further information on the IATI can be found on its web site, www.aidtransparency.net.   
We are writing to you as CSO members of an international Steering Committee for IATI that is working alongside DFID to provide advice and guidance to the process and to the political and technical outcomes to be achieved by 2011.  The current focus of the IATI is on the practices of official donors.  While there has been some discussion about whether these standards might apply to CSOs as donors, we have suggested that the CSO-led Open Forum on CSO Development Effectiveness be the process for making proposals relating to CSO aid transparency (for more information on the Open Forum see www.csoeffectiveness.org).
Whatever the future convergence of these two processes in 2011, CSOs have a long-standing interest and commitment to improving aid transparency, particularly for beneficiary populations of aid transactions.  The Open Forum and the CSO Better Aid Coordinating Group have welcomed the IATI as a very positive and concrete initiative to address these issues.  The input of CSOs has been in turn welcomed and we will be playing a supporting role in some of the technical preparation teams, particularly in relation to the Code of Conduct.
The October Conference:
The goal of the October IATI Conference will discuss issues in the demand and supply of information on aid flows and activities, including the outcomes regional IATI consultations with CSOs and partner country consultations currently underway.  It will offer advice to the Steering Committee on the standards to be agreed by the end of 2009 and proposals for a Code of Conduct.  The conference will be opened by the Dutch Minister, Albert Koenders, and the Permanent Secretary of the Rwandan Finance Ministry.  An agenda for the Conference is attached.
It will be limited to about 120 participants from donors, partner governments and CSOs.  As CSO representatives on an IATI Steering Committee, we have agreed to advise DFID on a delegation of 30 CSOs who will be invited to participate in the Conference, 15 of which will be subsidized to do so.

To enable us to put together a list of interested CSOs, we have agreed with DFID that we should seek applications from CSOs to participate based on the following criteria:
· A cross section of CSOs from different parts of the world (15 CSOs from the North/International and 15 CSOs from the South), with geographic balance.
· An existing understanding of issues and engagement with aid transparency as a CSO in your own context, as a CSO development actor.

· An appropriate gender balance, balance between different types of CSOs and different experiences with aid transparency issues.

The working languages of the conference will be English and French, with possible translation for Spanish as well, depending on the level of demand.  The Conference Secretariat will make all arrangements, including air travel, for the 15 CSO participants who will be subsidized by the IATI budget.  All other participants will be responsible for their own arrangement.  While the Conference Secretariat will be able to assist with visa letters, all participants will be responsible for securing the necessary travel visas to attend the conference.

How to Express Your Interest in Participating in this Conference:
Because numbers are limited to 30 based on the above criteria, we require that you submit some basic information to allow us to make appropriate recommendations to the IATI Secretariat:

1. Full Name (as it appears on your passport):

2. Country of Residence:

3. Name of CSO and your role with this CSO:

4. Type of CSO:  ___ CSO
___CSO Coalition/Network

____ National

  ___Local Sub-National
____Regional
     ____International

5. CSO address and website:

6. Your E-mail address:

7. Do you require a subsidy to participate:
___ Yes
___No

8. Experience with aid transparency issues:
Write a short paragraph on what experience with aid transparency you will bring to the conference.

9. Additional Information:
Any additional information that you think might be relevant to our task to propose 30 CSO participants:

Please Note:

Only CSO representatives who complete this information will be considered.

To assure time to enable conference registration and the application for visas and travel logistics, we have agreed to recommend a list of 30 CSOs to the DFID IATI Secretariat in early September.  We therefore require your expression of interest with the above information before September 2, 2009.  Please send you’re your interest to participate with this information to btomlinson@ccic.ca.
Please note that the IATI Secretariat will confirm the final list of 30 CSO participants for the Conference.  You will be informed by the IATI Secretariat whether you have been accepted and should register and begin visa procedures as soon as you are confirmed by the IATI Secretariat.

Sincerely yours,

Brian Tomlinson

Canadian Council for International Cooperation

Better Aid Coordinating Group / Open Forum on CSO Development Effectiveness

Henri Valot

Civicus

Better Aid Coordinating Group / Open Forum on CSO Development Effectiveness

Craig Fagan

Transparency International

Better Aid Coordinating Group

Karin Christiansen
Publish What You Fund
