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Background 
The International Aid Transparency Initiative aims to deliver a step shift in global public availability and accessibility of information on aid flows. It will do this by bringing together donors, partner countries, civil society and other users of aid information to agree a set of common information standards applicable to all aid flows. These standards will build on existing national and international standards and reporting systems.

The first stage in the IATI is to identify the potential scope of the initiative. This will then be used to inform consultations with donors, partners, CSOs and other users of aid information. These consultations will in turn inform further work by the Technical Advisory Group to develop the standards in more detail. 

Objectives
The objectives of the scoping paper are therefore to: 

· Identify the categories of information that could be covered by the the IATI standards; 

· Identify current mechanisms for publishing this information and their availability and accessibility

· Review existing initiatives to improve transparency; 

· Identify gaps and make recommendations for the potential scope of the IATI standards. 

Expected outputs 

A 20 page report accompanied by background annexes containing more detailed information on existing data sources. 

Target audience 

IATI Steering Committee

Donors and partner countries that have either signed or endorsed the IATI Declaration, or are considering doing so. 

Experts on aid information including the OECD-DAC, World Bank, Development Gateway, and UNDP.  

Civil society organisations. 

Timeframe 
A total of 30 days will be available for this work, broken down as follows:

· 10 days for drafting the paper and submitting to the IATI secretariat; 
· 10 days for sharing with the OECD-DAC and other experts on aid information to verify the information

· 10 days to finalise the paper in light of comments from the IATI secretariat and Steering Committee. 
ANNEX 1: DRAFT OUTLINE

· Introduction 
· Data categories that could be included in IATI standard 
· Availability and accessibility of data in each category
· OECD-DAC (‘gold standard’)
· Other aggregators e.g. AIDA
· Recipient government systems – AMPs, DADs etc
· Donor websites (WB, CIDA etc) 
· Existing transparency initiatives 
· PLAID
· AIDA
· DAD
· DAC
· Global Development Commons
· Overview of gaps and opportunities
· Where IATI can add value 
· Suggested further work 
· Annex A : Main data resources
· Annex B : Summary of current data availability 
. 

